THE  END
he sprang from the bed, dragging Montholon, who endeavored to restrain him, on the floor. It was the last effort of that formidable energy. He was with difficulty replaced in bed by Montholon and Archam-bault, and then lay quietly till near six o'clock in the evening, when he yielded his last breath. A great storm was raging outside, which shook the frail huts of the soldiers as with an earthquake, tore up the trees that the Emperor had planted, and uprooted the willow under which he was accustomed to repose. Within, the faithful Marchand was covering the corpse with the cloak which the young conqueror had worn at Marengo.
The governor and his staff were waiting below to hear the last news. On learning the event Lowe spoke a few manly and fitting words. But the inevitable wrangling soon broke out again over the corpse. Lowe insisted on an immediate autopsy, which the French strenuously resisted. He also declined to allow the removal of the remains to France. Here, he had no choice. The unexpected arrival of the dead Napoleon in Europe would have been second only in embarrassment to the arrival of the living. Lastly, as we have seen, he insisted that the name "Bonaparte" should be appended if "Napoleon/' as was proposed, were engraved on the coffin. Comment on this is superfluous.
During the next morning the body lay in state, and Montchenu obtained his only view of the captive. Four days afterwards the funeral took place with such simple pomp as the island could afford. The
"tete d'arm fa" The point is of little importance except as showing to the very last the difficulty of ascertaining the exact truth at Longwood.
239story/' And he goes on to give the key-note in a
